
Upcoming Events 
 

April 18th 

PTO Pizza Pick-Up 12-2 p.m. @ Port 

Sandy Bay 

 

April 20th-May 22 

Badger 3-8 Testing 

 

April 28th 

Final Washington D.C. Parent Meeting 

6p.m.– Parents of all students attending 

must be present. 

 

May 2nd 

Saturday School 8–Noon 

 

May 5-9 

8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip 

 

May 12th 

LBC Spring Band Concert @ TRHS 6:30 pm 

 

May 15th 

Grandparents Day 

 

May 16th 

Saturday School 8-Noon 

 

May 18th 

LBC Spring Choir Concert @ TRHS 6:30 pm 
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Free Vaccination Clinic @ LBC 

The Badger 3-8 Begins Monday at LBC 

What is the Badger Exam 3-8?  

Students will take the Badger Exam 3-8: A 

Wisconsin Smarter Balanced Summative 

Assessment in grades 3-8 during the last eight 

weeks of the school year. This new assessment 

will be used to gauge how well students are 

mastering the Wisconsin College and Career 

Ready Standards in English Language Arts (ELA) 

and Mathematics.  

 

Students will take the Badger Exam 3-8 online. 

The Badger Exam 3-8 includes:  

• multiple-choice questions: the student 

selects the correct answers from answer 

options,  

• short answer questions: the student 

provides a brief description in their 

response to the question, and  

• performance tasks: students must take part 

in separate group mathematics classroom 

activities. They then must answer a series of 

short questions on the computer.  

 

Accommodations and supports for students with 

disabilities and/or English language learners 

are built into the system so that the progress of 

students can be accurately measured.  

What type of scores will be provided?  

The Summative Assessment provides information 

about what students know and can do in relation 

to the Standards. Students receive a score 

based on their performance. Each score will fall 

in one of four levels:  

• Advanced – Student demonstrates thorough 

understanding of and ability to apply the 

knowledge and skills for their grade level 

that are associated with college content-

readiness.  

• Proficient – Student demonstrates adequate 

understanding of and ability to apply the 

knowledge and skills for their grade level 

that are associated with college content-

readiness. 

• Basic – Student demonstrates partial 

understanding of and ability to apply the 

knowledge and skills for their grade level 

that are associated with college content 

readiness.  

• Below Basic – Student demonstrates minimal 

understanding of and ability to apply the 

knowledge and skills for their grade level 

that are associated with college content-

readiness.  

 

The Manitowoc County Health Department will be offering their final 

“free vaccination clinic" at L.B. Clarke on Thursday, May 14 from 

3:00pm-5:00pm.   

• Vaccines to be offered are Tdap, Meningitis, and HPV.   

• All children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian and will be expected 

to stay for 15 minutes after receiving the injections.   

For more information, contact the MCHD at 920-683-4155 or visit their website at  

http://www.manitowochealthdept.info  

Practice tests are available at http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/assessment/Smarter/sampleitems  



The Importance of Silence in a Noisy World   by Marilyn Price-Mitchell Ph.D.  
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PTO Pizza 
Fundraiser Pick-Up 

 

Saturday April 18th 
Noon-2 p.m. 

At Port Sandy Bay 

Let’s face it. The amount of conversation in the 
world is expanding exponentially. But it is not the 
same kind of conversation that most of us adults 
remember.   
 
I was at a shopping mall the other day and 
observed a group of eight teenage friends—boys 
and girls. They were walking together, each 
focused on their mobile devices. Most appeared to 
be texting other people. A few were speaking on 
their phones. None of them were speaking to each 
other.  
 
As I watched with interest in this new phenomenon 
that allows us to engage in multiple modes of 
connectivity at once, I chuckled to myself when one 
of the boys fell into a girl as he tripped getting off 
the escalator. The mishap occurred because he was 
texting while walking, sometimes as hazardous as 
texting while driving! The teens laughed too, and 
then quickly returned to their respective 
conversations on mobile devices.    

 
It’s mind boggling to imagine how many 
conversations were happening while those eight 
teens walked through the shopping center. But 
what’s more important is to ask the question, 
“When do young people find time to be in silence, 
to reflect on who they are in a world with constant 
chatter?”  
 
Why Silence is Golden  
The reason we should ask the question, and 
encourage teens to explore silent spaces, is 
because we know that self-reflection is important 
to human development and learning. John Dewey, 
a renowned psychologist and education reformer, 
claimed that experiences alone were not enough. 
What is critical is an ability to perceive and then 
weave meaning from the threads of our 
experiences.  
 
The function of self-reflection is to make meaning. 
The creation of meaning is at the heart of what it 
means to be human.  
 
Adolescence is a time when young people discover 
their unique identities. They need moments of 
silence to reflect on their experiences—to discover 
who they are as individuals, what kind of 
relationships they desire, and what they value and 

believe about life. Tuning out the noisy world helps 
young people develop the ability to reflect and 
grow.  
 
Five Ways to Foster Self-Reflection in Teens  
The act of sharing our experiences with others is 
the first part of developing reflective practices that 
lead to greater awareness and learning. When 
adults invite teens to share thoughts and feelings, 
they affirm the value of a young person’s 
experiences, help them see things through other 
eyes, and support the process of reflection. Taken 
from Dewey’s work on learning, here are five 
ways to encourage a teen’s ability to make 
meaning from their experiences: 
 
1. Rather than talking only about the surface of 
experiences, invite conversations that ask teens to 
go deeper. How did that experience make you 
feel? What were you feeling in your body? 
Anxiety? Fear? Exhilaration? What does that say 
to you?   
 
2. Explore a teen’s attitudes that resulted from a 
particular experience. Dewey recognized the 
tendency in all human beings to see what we wish 
was true rather than to accept evidence of what 
really is. When adults challenge young people’s 
assumptions, it encourages them to think more 
deeply about their choices. 
 
3. Honor the validity of young people’s thoughts 
and feelings rather than judging them. Adults 
should accept ideas with open-mindedness; a term 
Dewey says is not blind acceptance of another 
person’s way of experiencing the world but a 
willingness to listen to different perspectives. When 
we accept and listen to a young person’s feelings, 
it gives them permission to explore meaning in 
greater depth.   
 
4. Talk about self-responsibility. What are the real
-life implications of my thinking and feeling? 
Dewey examined the link between how we think, 
feel, and act. Being responsible implies that we 
are acting on meaning that is fully our own, not 
someone else’s.. 
 
5. When we engage young people in 
conversations that encompass the above 
suggestions, young people become curious and 
desire growth. They are ready for self-reflection. 
When this occurs, they will likely find their own 
ways and times for silence and introspection. They 
will ignore the noise of text messages, cell phones, 
and nonstop activity. They will appreciate the 
importance of silence and the golden beauty of 
the learning that emerges from within.   

L.B. Clarke Spring Concert 

Schedule 2015 
 

Tuesday, May 12th 

Band Concert 
 

Monday, May 18th 

Choir Concert 
 

*Both Concerts are at 6:30 

p.m. at TRHS 

Badger 3-8 Testing 

Begins Monday! 
 

Please make sure your child 

prepares do to their best: 
 

• Get 8-10 hours of sleep 

• Eat a good breakfast 

• Make time for hobbies 

• Limit screen time a half 

an hour before bed 

PARENT MEETING 
The final parent meeting 
for 8th grade students 

going to Washington D.C. 
will be on April 28th at 

6p.m. in the LBC cafeteria. 
 

*It is mandatory that a 
parent attend* 


